
Sunshine On My Shoulders – John Denver 

 

Strumming Pattern: NA  

 

This song is best fingerpicked. Just use your thumb for the lower notes, your 1
st
 finger for the mid- 

melody notes, and your 2
nd

 finger for the high range notes. 

 

Note: Take a look at the G chord I show you. I think these fingerings will make the G – C transition much 

easier to play.  

 

Chords Used:  

 

 
 

Capo 3
rd

 fret 

 

Intro: G – C (x2) 

 

 G                C               G             C                    G       C    G    C 

Sunshine   on my shoulders   makes me happy. 

G                 C            G             C           Am7       D7 

Sunshine   in my eyes can make me cry 

G                  C              G           C          G        C     G    C 

Sunshine   on the water   looks so lovely. 

 G                 C            G           C                 G     C    G   C 

Sunshine   almost always makes me high 

 

 

 

 



G    Am7    Bm    C                    G        Am7    Bm    C 

If I had a day     that I could give you… 

        G          Am7    Bm            C        Am7     D7 

 I'd give to you    a day   just like   today. 

G       Am7    Bm         C                G         Am7    Bm    C 

If I had    a song   that I could sing for you… 

     G        Am7       Bm                 C             G       Am7    Bm    C 

I'd sing a song   to make you  feel this way.               

 

G                C               G             C                    G       C    G    C 

Sunshine   on my shoulders   makes me happy. 

G                 C            G             C           Am7       D7 

Sunshine   in my eyes can make me cry 

G                  C              G           C          G        C     G    C 

Sunshine   on the water   looks so lovely. 

 G                 C            G           C                 G     C    G   C 

Sunshine   almost always makes me high 

 

G    Am7    Bm        C              G      Am7    Bm    C 

If I had a tale   that I could tell you 

      G       Am7    Bm             C          Am7     D7 

I'd tell a tale      sure  to make you   smile. 

G      Am7    Bm           C                G         Am7    Bm    C 

If I had    a wish   that I could wish for you. 

       G        Am7     Bm                  C             G       Am7    Bm    C 

I'd make a wish   for sunshine all the   while.               

 

G                C               G             C                    G       C    G    C 

Sunshine   on my shoulders   makes me happy. 

G                 C            G             C           Am7       D7 

Sunshine   in my eyes can make me cry 

G                  C              G           C          G        C     G    C 

Sunshine   on the water   looks so lovely. 

 G                 C            G           C                 G     C    G   C 

Sunshine   almost always makes me high 

G              C              G                    C                G     Am7   Bm   C 

Sunshine   almost all the time   makes me high. 

G                 C            G        C    G   Am7   Bm    C   G 

Sunshine   almost always… 


