
Banana Pancakes – Jack Johnson 

 

Strumming Pattern: DUDU* 

 

The entire overall pattern of this song is just DUDU, but at the end of every progression, mainly at the C7 

and D7 chords you’ll need to add this pattern: DD (basically down –down) 

 

Most of the chords are muted, which you can do with your picking hand by resting your palm against the 

strings right behind the sound hole on your acoustic. Mute the strings just enough and it will sound 

perfect. 

 

Tempo: 115 BPM 

 

Riffs Used: 

 

This is the Am riff, noted with the Am barre chord at the end.  

 

 
 

This is the G riff, noted with the G barre chord at the end.  

 

 
 

At the beginning of the song you'll play both of these riffs x2. You will end on the G barre chord, which 

starts the verse.  

 

When you see 'riff into G' this means that FROM the Am barre chord you will then play the second riff. 

When you see 'riff into Am' this means that FROM the G barre chord you will then play the first riff.  

 

I didn't include the fingerings because the movement is very easy and can be played with mostly any 

finger or fingers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chords Used: (don’t pay attention to note values – these are just the chords) 

 

 
 

Intro: Riff into Am – Riff into G (repeat) 

 

G                              D7       Am                   C7             G 

You hardly even notice, when I try to show ya, a song… 

                       D7                    Am                              C7 

is meant to keep ya' from doin' what you're s'posed ta'. 

G                         D7       Am                       C7            G 

Wakin' up too early, maybe we could sleep in, make you 

                  D7              Am                            C7             Am 

banana pancakes, pretend like it's the weekend now... 

(riff into G)                                G 

We could pretend it all the time... 

(riff into Am)                           Am 

Can't you see that it's just raining? 

(riff into G)                              G 

There ain't no need to go outside. 

          D7 

Just maybe.. 

 

      G          D7         Am                   C7          G 

Ha la ka ukelele, mama made a baby! Really don't mind to 

   D7                  Am                       C7 

practice, cuz' you're my little lady... 

  G               D7                   Am                     C7      G 

Lady lady love me, cuz' I love to lay you lazy. We could close 

 



         D7          Am                                    C7          Am 

the curtain, pretend that there's no world outside…. 

(riff into G)                               G 

We could pretend it all the time... 

(riff into Am)                           Am 

Can't you see that it's just raining? 

(riff into G)                              G 

There ain’t no need to go outside. 

                                        Am 

Ain't no need, ain't no need... 

                                             G 

Ain't no need, ain't no need... 

 

                                           Am 

Can’t you see, can’t you see? 

                                            G 

Rain all day and I don’t mind…. 

 

                  Am 

But the telephone singin' ringin' it's too early... 

                       D 

don't pick it up. We don't need to we got.... 

          Am 

...everything we need right here and everything we need 

          D 

is enough. Just so easy when the... 

    Bm                                                                        Em 

..whole world fits inside of your arms, do we really need to pay 

                  C                                          G          D                           G 

attention to the alarms? Wake up slow..mmm...wake up slow. 

        D7 

Oh baby! 

 

         G                    D7       Am                    C7               G 

You hardly even notice, when I try to show ya, a song 

                       D7                   Am                             C7 

is meant to keep ya' from doin' what you're s'posed ta'. 

G                           D7          Am                  C7            G 

Wakin' up too early, maybe we could sleep in, make you 

                 D7              Am                              C7            Am 

banana pancakes, pretend like it's the weekend now... 

(riff into G)                               G 

We could pretend it all the time... 

(riff into Am)                          Am 

Can't you see that it's just raining? 

(riff into G)                              G 

There ain't no need to go outside. 

 



(G)                                   Am 

Ain't no need, ain't no need... 

(Am)                                    G 

Ain't no need, ain't no need... 

(G)                                     Am 

Rain all day and I don't mind. 

(Am)                                     G 

Can't you see, can't you see? 

(G)                              Am 

You gotta wake up slow... 

(Am)                         G 

You gotta wake up slow... 

(G)                                      Am 

Rain all day and I don't mind. 

(Am)                                 G 

Rain all day...I don't mind. 


