
Heartache Tonight – The Eagles 
 
Strumming Pattern: Overall DD, DU  
 
The intro and break is easier than it seems. Here’s  a rundown:  
 
The first Bb to F are quick as in: 1 strum for Bb, 1 strum for F.  
Then you need to provide three mutes before playing  the F again. X xx will work. In 
other words, one stroke mute, then two quick muted strums.  
 
The F to the C are played the same way the original  Bb to F was. 
 
The G needs to follow up. Listen closely and you’ll  get it. It’s a LITTLE weird, but 
will be easy after a few tries. 
 
Chords Used: 
 

 

 
 
Intro (and break): Bb F  - F C  - G 
 
 
G                Em           G                   E m  
Somebody's gonna hurt someone before the night is t hrough 
G                C            G                      D 
somebody's gonna come undone, there's nothing we ca n do. 
 



G                  Em              G               Em  
Everybody wants to touch somebody, if it takes all night. 
G                  C                     G                D 
Everybody wants to take a little chance, make it co me out right. 
 
        D7         C7                                       G 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
                   C7                                       A7 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
        D7 
Lord, I know. 
 
 
G                Em           G                   E m 
Some people like to stay out late, some folks can't  hold out that long. 
G                C            G                      D 
But nobody wants to go home now, there's too much g oing on. 
G                Em           G                   E m 
This night is gonna last forever, last all, last al l summer long, 
G                C            G                      D 
some time before the sun comes up the radio is gonn a play that song. 
 
        D7         C7                                       G 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
                   C7                                       A7 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
        D7 
Lord, I know. 
 
                   G                      G7 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, the moon's sh ining bright, 
   C7                       Eb 
so turn out the light, and we'll get it right, 
                   G                    D7                  G 
there's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
 
Bb F  - F C  - G (4x) 
 
 
G                Em           G                   E m  
Somebody's gonna hurt someone before the night is t hrough 
G                C            G                      D 
somebody's gonna come undone, there's nothing we ca n do. 
G                  Em              G               Em  
Everybody wants to touch somebody, if it takes all night. 
G                  C                     G                D 
Everybody wants to take a little chance, make it co me out right. 
 
        D7         C7                                       G 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
                   C7                                       A7 
There's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight I know. 
        D7 
Once more. 
 
       G                              G7 
We can beat around the bushes, we can get down to t he bone,     
       C7                            Eb 
we can leave it in a parking lot but either way                 
                   G                    D7                   G       C 
there's gonna be a heartache tonight, a heartache t onight, I know. 
              G                    D7                   G 
There'll be a heartache tonight, a heartache tonigh t, I know.  



 
Bb F  F C  G     4x (end on G) 
 


