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4 Ways To Learn New Songs On Guitar

Many of us spend years practicing guitar. We learn how to play all sorts of things like scale, chords,
arpeggios, and whatnot. Ultimately the goal is always the same: we want to play songs!

When you break it down you’ll find that there are 4 different ways to learn new songs. They are as
follows...

1. Tab

Learning how to to read tablature is the quickest way
to recreate the riffs and licks just like you hear in the
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people lack enough training in music theory, so
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tablature provides a great alternative. Besides there
are guitar specific techniques that are better

represented in tab.
Music notation with tablature

Pros:

o Easy to learn to read tab
¢ You can learn songs note-for-note- just as they were originally performed

o Great for beginners to learn new guitar techniques
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o Can provide you with an in-depth study of a song which allows you to get into the mind of your
guitar idols

Cons:

o May be overkill for players who want to do their own thing with the songs and not perform note-
for-note renditions’

e Usually lacks rhythm notation

+ One song can be several pages long, so it's not practical to use as a ‘cheet sheet’ for
performances

2. Chord/Lyric Sheets

Lead sheets with just the chords and lyrics to a song
are very popular. What'’s great about these versions

How many roads must a man walk down, Before you

is that you don’t have to learn tab, read music, or

. call him a man, How many 5 must white deove
have a full band backing to sound good. These ) - ST s
versions are perfect for just strumming and singing =21l before she sleeps in the sand, Yes and how

along. These “bare bones” versions of the songs will

many timss must the cannoballa fly bafore they're
not provide you with all the detailed information you'll
find about a song that’s found in notation, but do forever banned,
provide an outline of a song, often times one just one Chord/lyric sheet
page, that a performing guitarist can use as a basis

for ‘doing your own thing’.

Pros:

o Easy to play along with
o Usually only 1 or 2 pages along, so perfect for using as ‘cheat sheet’ during performances

¢ Allows you freedom to do songs your own way
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Cons:

e You've got to be familar with chords
» Doesn’t provide very much information except for the bare bones of a song

e You've got to be familiar with the song

3. Traditional Music Notation

One thing many guitar player neglect is learning how to read music and
understanding the theory behind music. How can this be?! It’s like learning how
to talk without learning how to read or write. It's no wonder, really. Learning how
to read music takes a lot of study time. People spend years in college learning
theory. Do you really need to know all of it anyway? Sure, there’s been a ton of
artists who didn’t know how to read music or know any of the theory, but what
worked for them may not work for you.

Pros:

Universal notation for hundreds of years — from Bach to Zappa

Paints a complete picture of a song with all it's nuances

Provides clear pitch, rhythm, and even timbre notation

e Awesome method for learning new songs in combination with tab

Cons:

e Complex and involved — can take years to master

o Guitar specific techniques may not be represented

4. By Ear
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This is, by far, the hardest way to learn songs, but some people swear by it. It takes more time, skill,
and involvement to learn songs by ear. Many also resort to specialized software that slows songs
down, but leave the pitch the same. This allows transcribers to dig in deep and capture the nuances
of a performance.

Some people believe that they can’t learn songs by ear because they

are tone deaf. Tone deafness is the inability to distinguish between
notes. This may NOT the case. m
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Don’t get me wrong. Tone deafness is a REAL medical condition, but
the ability to hear differences in pitch is present in MOST people.
This means that you, more likely than not, have the ability to hear,
and identify, pitch changes produced on an instrument, such as your
guitar.

Pros:

¢ Fun and rewarding way to learn new songs

Cons:

e Can be tedious and time consuming

» May require specialized hardware or software for breaking up parts and slowing them down
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